Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.127; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
The title compound, C 17 H 12 ClN, represents a trans isomer with respect to the C N bond; the dihedral angle between the planes of the naphthyl and benzene groups is 66.53 (5) . 
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Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. 
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: YA2125).
N-(4-Chlorobenzylidene)-1-naphthylamine
R. Zhu, Y. Zhang and Y. Ren
Comment
The Schiff bases have been receiving considerable attention for many years, primarily due to their importance as ligands in metal complexes with special magnetic (Weber et al., 2007) , catalytic (Chen et al., 2008) and biological properties (May et al.,2004) .
As a part of our studies on synthesis and structural peculiarities of Schiff bases derived from naphthylamine and arylaldehydes, we determined the structure of the title compound (Fig. 1) . The molecule represents a trans-isomer with respect to the C11═N1 bond. The planes of the aromatic systems of the the naphthyl and benzene groups, C1-C10 and C12-C17 respectively, form dihedral angle of 66.53 (5)°.
Experimental 1-Naphthylamine (0.72 g, 5 mmol) and 4-chlorobenzaldehyde (0.70 g, 5 mmol) were dissolved in ethanol (20 ml). The mixture was refluxed for 6 h, and then cooled to room temperature. The reaction mixture was filtered and the filter cake was recrystallized from ethyl alcohol (yield 80%).Crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in idealized positions and allowed to ride on their respective parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of the title compound; displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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